
Celebration Cool Cat Pride 
This summer our School Improvement Team engaged in a lengthy discussion regarding the 
value of holding academic award ceremonies for students in Grades 3-5 every quarter. 
Team members read multiple articles regarding the pros and cons of holding awards 
ceremonies at the elementary school level. The following quotes resonated deeply with the 
team: 
 
A quote from Alfie Kohn: 
In short, good values have to be grown from the inside out. Attempts to short-circuit this 
process by dangling rewards in front of children are at best ineffective, and at worst 
counterproductive. Children are likely to become enthusiastic, lifelong learners as a result of 
being provided with an engaging curriculum; a safe, caring community in which to discover 
and create; and a significant degree of choice about what (and how and why) they are 
learning. Rewards–like punishments–are unnecessary when these things are present and 
are ultimately destructive in any case. (Alfie Kohn, The Risk of Rewards) 
 
The Impact of Awards 
Here is a quote George Couros 
“Schools are not about ranking and sorting. They are about learning and creativity in a safe 
and caring environment. They are about empowering all students, not just the ones that are 
strong at the core subjects.” (from The Impact of Awards, August 24, 2010) 
 
Other areas discussed regarding impacts/implications of awards ceremonies: 

• There is a narrow criterion for success in the current format of recognition of 
students. 

• The focus of learning is on the award not the process of learning. 
• The current format of student recognition assumes all students can learn and can 

achieve at the same rate. 
 
The focus of the entire faculty and staff at L.E.S. is to ensure all students are successful. 
Therefore, through a unanimous vote, our SIT voted to stop hosting award ceremonies each 
quarter for students in Grades 3-5. Students who would have qualified for a certificate at the 
ceremony will be recognized by a stamp on their report card. This will be for A & A/B honor 
rolls, BUG Awards, PBIS Awards and attendance.  
 
We want to showcase all students at LES. All students have talents, even if they aren't on 
the honor roll. 
To do this, we will now recognize student achievements through our “Cool Cat Pride” 
recognition tag program. All students, K-5, will work with their teacher to identify areas of 
personal strength from the previous quarter. The tags will be displayed in the hallways. 
 
This is a wonderful way for all students, parents and visitors to see all the amazing and 
different things Cool Cats are learning! This also encompasses our growth mindset and 
social/emotional learning here at LES. We will also be giving PBIS "shout-outs" on the 
morning announcements. Teachers will submit student "shout outs" to be announced the 
next day on the announcements. 
 

http://twitter.com/alfiekohn

